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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF TIMES (LONDON) EDITORIAL ENTITLED 
"RE-ENTER THE GOVERNOR OE RHODESIA," PUBLISHED NOV. 22. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

MR. IVOR RICHARD'S VISIT TO LONDON THIS WEEKEND EVIDENTLY 
PRESAGES A CRITICAL CABINET DISCUSSION ON THE ROLE THAT 
BRITAIN IS TO PLAY IN THE INTERIM PERIOD BEEORE RHODESIA 
GETS ITS INDEPENDENCE AFTER AN ELECTION THAT INAUGURATES 
BLACK MAJORITY RULE. AT GENEVA, THOUGH SOME HOPEEUL NOISES 
HAVE BEEN MADE, THE DEADLOCK OVER THE DATE OF INDEPENDENCE 
PERSISTS. THIS IS NOW ONLY THE OSTENSIBLE PROBLEM. THE 
REAL PROBLEM IS HOW THE TRANSFER TO AN AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
IS TO BE EFEECTED. 

THE AFRICANS HAVE PUT FORWARD NO ALTERNATIVES TO THE 
KISSINGER PLAN, WHICH THEY REJECT. THIS IS NOT BECAUSE 
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THEY HAVE NO ALTERNATIVES. THEY HAAVE MADE IT RE- 
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MORSELESSLY CLEAR DURING THE CONFERENCE THAT THEY WILL DEAL 
WITH BRITAIN ONLY. THE CONCLUSION MUST BE THAT BEHIND THE 
SCENES THEY ARE TELLING MR RICHARD THAT WHATEVER THE 
DURATION OF THE INTERIM WHAT REALLY MATTERS TO THEM IS THAT 
BRITAIN SHOULD PALY A DECISIVE ROLE IN IT, AND THAT THE 
RHODESIAN FRONT, WITH MR SMITH AS ITS DETESTED SYMBOL AND 
LEADER, MUST BE DEPRIVED OF AUTHORITY. 

THUS THE DECISION FROM WHICH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS 
FLINCHED CANNOT MUCH LONGER BE PUT OFF. IT IS, OF COURSE, 

THE INEVITABLE CONSEQUENCE OF PREVIOUS BRITISH GOVERNMENTS' 
INSISTENCE THAT BRITAIN'S lURIDICAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
RHODESIA REMAINS, AND THAT IN SOME FORM, BRITAIN MUST 
LEGISLATE FOR THE COUNTRY'S INDEPENDENCE. THE AFRICANS ARE 
NOW FILLING IN THIS BLANK CHEQUE. THE BRITISH GOVERN- 
MENT DID NOT WANT TO BE DRAGGED INTO NEGOTIATIONS AS A 
PRINCIPAL, DID NOT WANT TO CHAIR THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, 

AND DOES NOT WANT TO MEET THE CHEQUE. 

MR RICHARD EVIDENTLY CANNOT MAKE MUCH MORE PROGRESS 
UNLESS THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AGREES TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY, 
IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE SMITH GOVERNMENT CAN BE SUPER- 
SEDED AT AN EARLY DATE BY SOME BRITISH LEGISLATIVE ACT- 
OR ORDER IN COUNCIL- AND A BRITISH PRESENCE IS SUBSTITUTED. 

THAT SEEMS TO BE HIS MESSAGE, AND IT IS AN UNPALATABLE 
ONE. ONCE BRITAIN AGREES TO TAKE THE CHAIR IN THE EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL WITH WHITE AND BLACK MEMBERS, THE KISSINGER PRO- 
POSAL BECOMES MORE ACCEPTABLE AS A KIND OF GOVERNOR- 
GENERALSHIP-IN-COMMITTEE, WHILE SOME SIMILAR SUB- 
COMMITTEE COULD (ON PAPER) TAKE OVER THE SECURITY PORTFOLIO 
IN THE BIRACIAL COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. THE COUNCIL IN 
PRINCIPLE IS NO PROBLEM AS IT IS TO HAVE A BLACK CHAIR- 
MAN OR CHIEF MINISTER (THOUGH A BRITISH NOMINATION TO 
THAT OFFICE WOULD INCUR THE WRATH OF HIS DISAPPOINTED RIVALS- 
AND ENDURING AND VIOLENT RIVALRY). 

IF BRITAIN WERE TO CONSENT TO THIS EXPOSED ROLE, THE 
AFRICANS MIGHT AGREE IN GENEVA THE DATES AND DETAILS OF THE 
ELECTION WHICH THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL-IN-COMMITTEE WOULD 
HAVE ONLY TO IMPLEMENT. INDEED THIS WOULD BE ESSENTIAL. 
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THE TRANSFERENCE OF POWER WOULD HAVE TO BE BRIEF IN 
DURATION AND WORKING TO A CUT-AND-DRIED SET OF INSTRUCTIONS 
DERIVING THEIR AUTHORITY FROM GENEVA RATHER THAN FROM 
LONDON. 

BUT THE INTRODUCTION OF SUCH A BRITISH PRESENCE REQUIRES 
THE FULFILMENT OF OTHER CONDITIONS. MR SMITH, HIS COLLEAGUES 
AND PARTY MACHINE MUST AGREE TO GO QUIETLY AND (PERHAPS 
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IN EXCHANGE FOR IMMUNITY) KEEP SIT ENT THEREAFTER. THE REST 
OF WHITE RHODESIA, BUT MORE PARTICULARLY THE SECURITY 
FORCES, MUST ACCEPT THE NEW COMPOSITE AUTHORITY. 

THE OTHER CONDITION IS THAT THE AFRICAN LEADERS SHOULD BE IN 
A POSITION TO BIND THE GUERRILLA LEADERSHIP TO THE AGREE- 
MENT. OTHERWISE BRITAIN WOULD HAVE TO TAKE CHARGE 
OF AN ANTI-TERRORIST CAMPAIGN WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY OR- 
GANIZING THE CIVIL TRANSFER OF POWER. BRITAIN'S AGREEMENT 
TO PROVIDE A TEMPORARY SOVEREIGN RESPONSIBILITY MUST AT 
LEAST BE SUBJECT TO A CLAUSE THAT IE ANY OF THE PARTICIPANTS 
MAKE THE EXERCISE OF THAT RESPONSIBILITY IMPOSSIBLE, THE 
ARRANGEMENT LAPSES-PERHAPS IN EAVOUR OF THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL. WHETHER BRITAIN'S RESPONSIBILITY COULD JURIDICALLY 
SPEAKING BE REDUCED TO A LIMITED AGENCY CONTRACT WITH 
PENALTY AND WITHDRAWAL CLAUSES MAY DECIDE ITS PRACTICA- 
BILITY AS A WAY OF ENDING THE DEADLOCK. BUT TO AVOID 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE COLLAPSE OF THE CONEERENCE AT THIS 
STAGE, THE UNWELCOME EXPLORATION OF SUCH AN INITIATIVE 
MAY BE FORCED ON THE GOVERNMENT. END TEXT.CATTO 
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